VIII.

THE ORGANIZATION  OF THE  HANSEATIC LEAGUE.

THE notices that have come down to us about the
organization of our League are scanty, although we
possess a vast number of minutes concerning their
diets. It is doubtful whether there was even a fixed
mode of governing and government, whether the
whole was not rather in a state of flux controlled by
the circumstances of the moment. That certain tra-
ditional modes of administration obtained, however,
seems indisputable. It raises a smile to read that
when some problem seemed insoluble, or some
venture proved a failure, our nai've Hanseatics regis-
tered in their books, " of this matter let those think
who come after us," thus throwing the burden upon
the following generation.

There was no fixed place of meeting for the Han-
seatic diets, but most frequently these were held at
Lubeck, because it was situated almost in the centre
of the various activities of the League. The assem-
blies were held in " the name of all the cities," and
those who failed to send representatives were begged
" not to take it amiss" if conclusions were arrived at
without their sanction. " Every town shall consider
the benefit of the others, so far as is in accordance